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EXT. SAO PAULO - NI GHT

A big refuse dunp. Flies buzz around. JOAO (11) pokes with
a rusty machete in the rubbish, not noticing the flies, nor
the stench - his mnd is el sewhere. Jodo is a scrawny, dark
ski nned boy with a sall ow sl eevel ess t-shirt and short jeans.
The look in his eyes is as hard and dark as a war veteran's -
the stare of a boy who has seen far too much in his short
life.

In the background a dozen of kids are skinmm ng the dunp for
food. Far behind themthe lights of Sdo Paulo glitter in
t he ni ght.

Jodo sticks his machete deep in the rubbish as if he nade
up his m nd about sonething. Wth his other hand he whips
sonme snot off his face. He gets up determ nedly.

EXT. ABANDONED PARKI NG LOT - N GHT

A self made shack in the protective darkness of an abandoned
parking lot. Two four year old girls are waiting for him -
a twn. Jodo has one half eaten burger and half a can of
beer. A banquet. The girls feast upon the food with rare
content.

JOAO
Sleep tight little sisters..

He wal ks away.
EXT. STREET - N GHT

Sédo Paul o never sleeps. The traffic is heavy and deafening
as ever, but the slow noving cars and heavy | oaded trucks
provi de a shelter of sonme kind for Jodo to nove in between -
away fromthe adults on the sidewal ks.

He cuts a corner into a snaller street. The area becones
dar ker, but not |ess vivid.

EXT. STREET - N GHT

In the shadow of a portal he snokes sone coca paste. Wth
every inhalation his pupils dilate.

Wth eyes of a night hawk Jodo is watching a fifteen year
old girl fromafar - |ISABEL. She's a street kid |ike him
w th sooty col oured shoul der long hair but she's tall for
her age.

He sees |sabel getting into a second floor flat with an
adult man. He stares after themuntil the door cl oses.

| NT. SOCI AL FLAT - N GHT
The door swi ngs open as Jo&o bursts through - aimng a gun.

The man is half undressed to his underwear, stunbles over
his pants and hits the floor. Isabel is in t-shirt, no pants.
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Jo&o ains at both of them- eyes wide wth adrenaline and
bl ood i nfused wi th dope.
JOAO
Who do you want nme to kill?

The man hol ds his shaking hands up in a plead to et him
live.

| SABEL
Joao. ..

JOAO
Wiy are you doing this? Wo is
maki ng you do this?

The gun alters fromleft toright - fromhimto her. It's
an odd sight since the gun is alnost twice as big as the
boy's hand. It's so heavy he can barely hold it.

JOAO (CONT' D)
You should come with ne.

Hi s hand is shaki ng under the weight.

| SABEL
| doit for the girls.
JOAO
|"mtaking care of them And you

How | ong have you been doing it?
| told you never to do this!

| SABEL
Joéo. ..
He | owers the gun.
JOAO
No! No! This is not for you. |
don't want it. Please... | know
what it is... please, don't. It
hurts ne...
She approaches him..
| SABEL

Ckay, okay. Sweet boy.
and rests her head on his shoul der.

JOAO
Cone back with me.

Suddenly the man junps up in an attenpt to escape. In a
reflex Jodo ains and fires. BANG The sound of the gunshot
t hunders through the room The inpact of the bullet throws
the man hard agai nst the bathroom door. Then he drops down.
Bl ood pours froma hole in his chest. He's dead.



| sabel and Jodo are nunb for a few heartbeats.

A knock on the door brings themback to reality.

MALE VO CE (O S.)
Hel | 0?7 What happened? Fernando?

Jodo junps to the door and closes the |ock. Just in tine.
The doorknob turns, but the door doesn't open.

MALE VO CE (O. S.) (CONT' D)
Fer nando?

| sabel sees a small wi ndow in the bat hroom above the toil et.

JOAO
Let's go!

| SABEL
| won't fit through

JOAO
Cone on, cone on

He pulls her into the bathroom

| SABEL
| won't fit through

She tries, but the wwindowis too snmall.

JOAO
The police is on the way! W have
to...
She takes a step back.
| SABEL

The nei ghbours know ne. They wil|
send the Esquadrao de Morte after
us. ..

Jodo turns back - unsure what to do.

| SABEL ( CONT' D)
You go.

She | ooks at him

| SABEL ( CONT' D)
You go!

JOAO
No. . .



| SABEL
G! Go tothe girls! | don't fit
t hr ough!

JOAO
No! The police...

| SABEL
l"'ma mnor... they will hold ne
and... | don't know... I'Ill tell

them he attacked ne...
Jodo is confused - he paces to and fro.

| SABEL ( CONT' D)
It was self defence. Jodao...

She gets an i dea.
| SABEL ( CONT' D)
We have to nake it look like self
def ence. ..

Jodo hears the words, but doesn't understand. She stops
himin his track and holds his hands in hers.

| SABEL ( CONT' D)

If he attacked ne... |'|l| be okay.
They'I'l lock me up... but I'ma
m nor and... but self defence. |
need the wounds to prove it.
Upon those words he | ooks up and pulls his hands away. It
sinks in...
JOAO
No. No. No.
| SABEL

You have to. You have to!

She takes his hand again and kisses the palm They | ook at
each other. Jodo clenches his fist. |sabel prepares herself
for the punch

But he can't. Tears dwell up. The drugs and adrenaline
fade, reality hits himhard for a nonent. He coll apses.

JOAO
No. Can't hurt you.
She kneel s down and hugs him

JOAO (CONT' D)
Not you... can't, cant'..

| SABEL
| s okay. |s okay.
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She takes his head into her hands and | ooks deep into his
eyes. She kisses himon the I|ips.

| SABEL ( CONT' D)
My brave boy.

She pulls himup and w pes away his tears.

| SABEL ( CONT' D)

It's okay. It's the only way.
They will believe ne. And I'Ill be
out soon. ..

They stare at each other. Jodo lifts his gun up high, |owers
it again. He bites his teeth, swallows his tears. His

whol e body is shaking. He lifts the gun up again - breathing
hard. He lowers it. One last glance. She closes her eyes.
He swi ngs the gun behind his head and hits |Isabel in the
face. Metal collides with flesh and bone. She col | apses

at once. He hits her again fromthe other side - even

har der .

Then he drops the gun. |sabel's eye socket is split open,
her nose is broken. She keeps her eyes closed, tries to
bare the pain.

Qut si de POLI CE SI RENS appr oach.

For a few beats they stare at each other. Her face is
covered in blood. Then she gives hima snmall nod. There
is a hint of gratitude init - it was the only way out.
That's all Jo&o needed. He runs to the bathroom takes one
| ast gl ance and di sappears through the w ndow.
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